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Dear friends,

Welcome to the September edition of my monthly grants bulletin. In these pages, you’ll be able to
find information about available grants from the State Government, community organisations and
other sources, collated for you by my office. These grants might be for individuals, for community
groups or for specific organisations like schools — I've included links to the application and eligibility
guidelines for each grant. You can click on the title in the table of contents to take you directly to the
grant you are interested in.

This month, I'd like to point your attention to the Regional Disability Worker Scholarships delivered by
the Victorian Department of Families, Fairness and Housing. Scholarships of $3,500 are available to
people studying disability support who reside within Moorabool Shire.

Please don’t hesitate to contact the office if you have any questions about grants, or if | can help you
and your family in any way.

Many thanks,

=

Sam Rae MP
Federal Member for Hawke
Minister for Aged Care and Seniors

© sam.rae.mp@aph.gov.au

@ (03)90701960
a m a e MP @ 316 High Street, Melton 3337
U ————— samraeforhawke.com.au

@® SamRaeforHawke
@ SamRaeMP

Federal Member for Hawke
Minister for Aged Care & Seniors
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ARTS & EVENTS

Artists’ Benevolent Fund

Funding Provider: National Association for the Visual Arts
Amount: $2,000

Closes: Always open

Apply: https://visualarts.net.au/nava-grants/

Makes funds available for visual arts practice recovery after disaster or emergency.

Creative Australia

Funding Provider: Creative Australia

Amount: Various

Closes: Various

Apply: Find grants & opportunities | Creative Australia

A range of grants are on offer to support individuals and organisations in the arts sector.

VicScreen Funding & Support
Funding Provider: VicScreen

Amount: Various

Closes: Various

Apply: https://vicscreen.vic.gov.au/funding

VicScreen invests in the development and production of film, television, online, virtual reality and
digital games projects and offers incentives for production, post-production, animation, visual effects

and games to generate production activity and employment in Victoria.



BUSINESS AND INNOVATION

Driving the Nation Program

Funding Provider: Australian Renewable Energy Agency

Amount: $500,000

Closes: Ongoing

Apply: https://arena.gov.au/funding/driving-the-nation-program/

Invests in cheaper and cleaner transport, targeting support for business fleets, new technologies for
heavy and long-distance vehicles, public charging and hydrogen refuelling stations and smart
charging.

CSIRO Kick-Start

Funding Provider: CSIRO

Amount: $10,000 to $50,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://www.csiro.au/en/work-with-us/funding-programs/SME/CSIRO-Kick-Start/about

Provides Australian start-ups and small to medium enterprises with matched funding to undertake
research activities with CSIRO to grow and develop their business.



COMMUNITY

Melbourne Regional Landfill Community Benefit Fund
Funding Provider: Cleanaway

Amount: Up to $10,000

Closes: 11 Sep 2026

Apply: Melbourne Regional Landfill (MRL) Community Benefit Fund

Funding for projects that enhance liveability, sustainability, welfare, environmental regeneration,
waste reduction, sports participation, community inclusion and connectivity in Caroline Springs, Deer
Park and surrounding areas.

Infrastructure for Multicultural Communities Grants

Funding Provider: Victorian Transport Accident Commission (TAC)

Amount: Unspecified

Closes: 31 Oct 2026

Apply: Safe Local Roads and Streets Program - Transport Accident Commission

Supports the development and delivery of road safety infrastructure projects on local roads. By local
governments.

Infrastructure for Multicultural Communities Grants
Funding Provider: Department of Home Affairs

Amount: Up to $1,500,000

Closes: 12 Nov 2026

Apply: Current Grant Opportunity View - GO8341: GrantConnect

The Infrastructure for Multicultural Communities grant opportunity provides total funding of up to
S41.6 million (GST exclusive) for construction, upgrade or extension of infrastructure.

Thriving Communities - Local Community Sponsorships
Funding Provider: Greater Western Water

Amount: up to $5,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: Local community sponsorships | Greater Western Water

Provides funding for local community-based activities that support equity, opportunity and inclusivity
and help diverse groups to thrive.

Magistrates’ Court Fund

Funding Provider: Magistrates’ Court Victoria

Amount: Unspecified

Closes: Always Open

Apply: Court Fund | Magistrates Court of Victoria (mcv.vic.gov.au)

Offers funds for not-for-profit organisations which provide a charitable and/or community service for
the benefit of Victorian citizens.



Community Sponsorship and Grants Program

Funding Provider: AVID Property Group

Amount: Up to $10,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://www.avid.com.au/community-sponsorship-and-grants-program-application-guidelines/

Supports a range of not-for-profit, industry and community organisations across Australia. AVID’s
Community Sponsorship and Grants Program is divided into three categories: Build, Connect, Activate.
The program offers a range of grants, each designed to help communities prosper, with a focus on
promoting local growth and regional sustainability.

DISABILITY

Regional Disability Worker Scholarships

Funding Provider: VIC Department of Families, Fairness & Housing

Amount: $3,500

Closes: 15 Sep 2026

Apply: Department of Families Fairness and Housing Victoria | Regional disability worker scholarships

The Regional Disability Worker Scholarships support regional and rural Victorians with the financial
cost of their studies.

The Frankie Foundation Grants

Funding Provider: The Frankie Foundation

Amount: Up to $1,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://thefrankiefoundation.org/apply-for-a-grant/

Helps support kids continue or start therapy if their NDIS plan budget has run out or a therapy or
service is not covered by their current NDIS plan.

Rehabilitation Appliance Program

Funding Provider: Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Amount: undisclosed

Closes: Always Open

Apply: Aids, equipment and modifications through the Rehabilitation Appliances Program (RAP) |
Department of Veterans' Affairs

If you are a Gold or White Card holder (with assessed need due to an accepted disability), you can
access aids or appliances to help you maintain independence in your home through the Rehabilitation
Appliances Program (RAP). Items can include diabetic supplies, mobility aids, home medical oxygen,
etc.



The Arthur Marsden Whiting Sympathy Fund

Funding Provider: Equity Trustee Limited for Will of Arthur Marsden Whiting

Amount: $3,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://www.eqt.com.au/philanthropy/grant-funding/folder-medical-grants/arthur-marsden-
whiting-sympathy-fund

The Arthur Marsden Whiting’s Sympathy Fund was established to provide assistance to people with a
physical disability who need financial support.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

The Pierce Armstrong Foundation Grants
Funding Provider: The Pierce Armstrong Foundation
Amount: Up to $20,000

Closes: 15 Sep 2026

Apply here: Forms - Pierce Armstrong

Funds organisations which directly benefit Victorian Children (aged 18 & under) in the areas of Health
& Education.

Rural Chances Scholarship

Funding Provider: Youthrive Victoria

Amount: Up to $5,000

Closes: 19 Oct 2026

Apply here: Rural Chances Vocational Scholarships - YouThrive Victoria

Assists young people to move away from their home town or to assist with extensive travel required
to complete training qualifications.

Homework Club Partnership Fund

Funding Provider: Australian Communities Foundation

Amount: Up to $30,000

Closes: 10 Nov 2026

Apply here: Homework Club Partnership Fund - Australian Communities Foundation

Supports the development and sustainability of Learning Support Programs for disadvantaged
children and young people, including those from migrant and refugee background.

CCCF Special Circumstances Grant

Funding Provider: Department of Education, Skills and Employment
Amount: assessed on case-by-case basis

Closes: Always Open

Apply here: https://www.education.gov.au/cccfspecialcircs

The CCCF Special Circumstances Grant Opportunity is designed to support continuity of child care, in
particular in disadvantaged or vulnerable communities.

Child care services who are approved for Child Care Subsidy (CCS) are eligible to apply for funding
where there is a financial need in order to continue to provide child care in the community.



ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND
SUSTAINABILITY

Agricultural and Pastoral Society Grants

Funding Provider: Agriculture Victoria

Amount: Up to $10,000

Closes: 11 Sep 2026

Apply: Agricultural and pastoral society program and grants | Funds, grants and programs | Support
and resources | Agriculture Victoria

Grants for eligible societies are available to support the delivery of projects, including upgrading to
facilities for competitions or exhibitions, improving of essential infrastructure, enhancing biosecurity
planning.

Driving the Nation Program

Funding Provider: Australian Renewable Energy Agency

Amount: $500,000

Closes: Ongoing

Apply: https://arena.gov.au/funding/driving-the-nation-program/

Invests in cheaper and cleaner transport, targeting support for business fleets, new technologies for
heavy and long-distance vehicles, public charging and hydrogen refuelling stations and smart
charging.

HEALTH, WELLBEING & AGED CARE

Christina Ghobadi Foundation Grants

Funding Provider: Christina Ghobadi Foundation

Amount: Up to $500

Closes: Always Open

Apply: Receive A Grant — The Christina Ghobadi Foundation

Offers wellness grants for cancer patients between the ages of 18 and 30 who live in Victoria.

Arcare Grants Program

Funding Provider: Arcare Family Foundation

Amount: Unspecified

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://www.arcarefamilyfoundation.org.au/grants

Encourages and supports innovations that give all Australians the opportunity to age well, envisioning
a community where older people are valued, supported, and thriving.



HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS

Street Smart

Funding Provider: StreetSmart Australia

Amount: $500 - $15,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://streetsmartaustralia.org/whowehelp/

Supports applications with an outcomes focused approach on helping people exit homelessness and
maintain housing. Applications for innovative project ideas as well as more mundane priority needs
(or wish list items) are considered.

Victorian Property Fund

Funding Provider: Consumer Affairs Victoria

Amount: Up to $20,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/clubs-and-fundraising/funded-services-and-grants/victorian-
property-fund-grants/victorian-property-fund-grant-application-guide

Supports housing development projects that will increase the supply of affordable accommodation
for low income and disadvantaged Victorians.

Peter & Lyndy White Foundation Grants
Funding Provider: Peter & Lyndy White Foundation
Amount: Unspecified

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://www.plwf.org.au/grants/

Supports Victorian charitable organisations that work with homeless and disadvantaged individuals in
breaking the cycle of disadvantage and achieving a better quality of life. Organisations can make an
initial enquiry at any time via email. Following a successful preliminary email enquiry, some
organisations may be requested to complete a more in-depth written grant application.



INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIANS

Aboriginal Community Initiatives Fund

Funding Provider: VIC Department of Families, Fairness & Housing

Amount: Up to $100,000

Closes: 28 Sep 2026

Apply: Aboriginal Community Initiatives Fund: 2026—27 funding round | vic.gov.au

The Aboriginal Community Initiatives Fund (CIF) aims to support community led projects that educate,
prevent, reduce, and respond to family violence in Aboriginal communities across Victoria.

The Balnaves Foundation Grants
Funding Provider: The Balnaves Foundation
Amount: Unspecified

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://balnavesfoundation.com/

Supports organisations that aim to create a better Australia through education, medicine and the arts
with a focus on young people, the disadvantaged and Indigenous Australia.

SPORT AND RECREATION

Facility Planning Grant Program

Funding Provider: Basketball Victoria

Amount Up to $50,000

Closes: 23 Sept 2026

Apply: Resource Hub - Basketball Victoria Facility Planning Grant

Basketball Victoria will invest a total of $250,000, with up to five grants of $50,000 available to eligible
organisations to support the critical work required to move facility projects from an initial idea
towards future delivery.

Growing Cricket for Girls Fund - Victoria
Funding Provider: Cricket Australia

Amount Unspecified

Closes: Always open

Apply: Women & Girls | cricket.com.au

Aims to grow female participation sustainably and accelerate opportunities for women and girls in all
areas and levels of the game.
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YOUTH

Educational Scholarships

Funding Provider: Educational Scholarship

Amount: Up to $1,000

Closes: 9 Oct 2026

Apply: Apply for Educational Scholarship - Variety Victoria

Funds education supplies or assistive technology for Victorians aged 5 to 17 years old.

Youth Access Initiative

Funding provider: Department of Education

Amount: NA

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://www.vic.gov.au/skills-first-youth-access-initiative

Supports at risk young people by providing access to vocational education and training opportunities,
tuition fee waivers and pathways to employment.

Transition to Independent Living Allowance

Funding Provider: Department of Social Services

Amount: $1,500

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/families-and-children/benefits-
payments/transition-to-independent-living-allowance-tila

Young people aged between 15 to 25 years who are leaving or have already left formal out-of-home
care may be eligible for this payment. It is also for young people who continue to live with their foster
carers after their care order expires. The payment can be used to buy items such as a fridge or couch,
pay for counselling, education and training courses, medical expenses, a driver’s licence or any other
items or services agreed between the young person and their case worker.

Matana Foundation for Young People
Funding Provider: Matana Foundation

Amount: Up to $10,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: http://matanafoundation.org.au/fags

Funding available for organisations that focus on youth programs that assist with school retention and
increased education, employment skills as well as social and community connectedness.
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WOMEN

The Alice Anderson Fund

Funding Provider: LaunchVic

Amount: $50,000 - $300,000

Closes: Always Open

Apply: https://launchvic.org/investment/the-alice-anderson-fund/

Co-invests in women-led startups with private sector investors.
The Alice Anderson Fund will provide between $50,000 - $300,000 to 40-60 women-led startups by
2024. The $10 million angel sidecar fund is managed by LaunchVic.

Growing Cricket for Girls Fund - Victoria
Funding Provider: Cricket Australia

Amount Unspecified

Closes: Always open

Apply: Women & Girls | cricket.com.au

Aims to grow female participation sustainably and accelerate opportunities for women and girls in all
areas and levels of the game.
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